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SANITARY SURVEY OF ATTLEBOROUGH. 



1. Natural and Atmospheric Condition of ^he Town, 
The town of Attleborough is in the county of Bristol. The railroad 
station, near the church in East Attleborough, is 11 miles north north- 
easterly from Providence, 31 south southwesterly from Boston, and 
about 30 in a direct line easterly from the tidewaters of Plymouth 
county. Wrentham bounds it on the north, Mansfield and Norton on 
the east, Rehoboth, Seekonk, and Pawtucket on the south, and Cum- 
berland in Rhode Island, on the west. The latitude of the east parish 
church is 41^ 56' 42.55", and the longitude 7 P IT 16.86". The 
area of the town, according to actual survey, is 45 -^^ square miles, 
or 29,331 square acres, equal to nearly seven towns of the size of 
Lawrence, just described. 

Its horizontal surface, though somewhat diversified in some sections ,^ 
is more generally level than a majority of the towns in the State « 
There are no very considerable elevations. Ten Mile Hill, on the 
north, is the highest. Its most elevated part, known as Mount Hope, 
is said to be the highest land in Bristol county ; and is celebrated in 
Indian history. Red Rock Hill and Rattlesnake Hill, near the " City," • 
and Oak Hill, near Dodgeville, are worthy of notice. The western and 
northwestern parts of the town are more uneven and diversified than 
the eastern. It may be stated, as an illustration of the horizontal sur- 
face of this section, that the railroad passes through it, 17 miles from 
Foxborough, south 36 degrees west, in an exactly straight line to the 
last crossing of the Ten Mile River, near the cove in Seekonk ; and in 
the whole distance very little excavation or bank filling was required. 
At the crossing of the road leading from East Attleborough to Fox- 
borough, east side of Bungay Swamp, it is 125 feet above high water 
at Providence, and 129 above that of Boston. From thence, southerly, 
it falls 5.86 feet per mile. At the station, near the meeting-house, it 
is 123 feet above high water, and the inclination is 8.97 feet per mile* 
The grade of the road where it crosses the river, near the Dodgeville 
factory, is 108.33 feet, and the lowest bed of the river 85.41 feet, 
above high water. The Ten Mile River, in its passage through the 
town, falls 132 feet. 

There is some peculiarity in the geological features of Attlebor- 
ough. A strata of graywacke conglomerate soil, of the red slaty va- 
riety, intersects the town from the southwesterly to the northeasterly 
sections, and prevails extensively near the " City." Red Rock Hill, 
in that neighborhood, is comprised almost entirely of this variety. 
The water which comes in contact with it, often becomes discolored 
like chocolate. It is frequently mixed with other varieties ; and Pro- 
fessor Hitchcock supposes that " beds of limestone, enough to be 
worked, may be discovered." Some parts contain 94.6 per cent, of 
carbonate of lime ; sometimes 26.8 per cent, of alumina ; " and being 
often intermixed with red slate, it would form, when polished, a beau- 
ful marble, if masses large enough could be obtained." ^ Anthracte 

1 Hitchcock's Economical Qeolog^y, pp. 68, 18, 24, 39. (House Docnment; 1838, No. M.) 
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coal has been found in the bordering towns of Cumberiand, on the west, 
and Mansfield, on the east ; and it is not unlikely that some strata of 
the same mineral exist beneath some part of the surface of this town. 
In some parts of the town the soil is light, gravelly, and not of great 
fertility ; but in a considerable portion it is strong and productive. 

No natural ponds exist in the town ; though there are several low 
swamps and meadows, of greater or less extent. The most consider- 
able is the Bungay Swamp and meadow, lying each side of Bungay 
River, and extending from East Attleborough, northerly, to Bungay 
River Reservoir, which includes a pond known as Witch Pond. The 
waters of Shepard's Pond, just within the adjoining town of Foxbor- 
ough, sometimes flow into Bungay River, and at the same time into a 
branch of the Taunton River, each running in different courses. The 
natural declivity of the town is in a southern direction. 

There are several small streams of water within the town ; the 
largest of which is the Ten Mile River. Its source is in Wrentham ; 
and it passes through Attleborough, in an irregular course, southeast- 
erly and southerly ; and flows into Providence River, at the Seekonk 
Cove, near Providence. Its length within this town is 13 miles ; its 
whole length 25 miles. In an average current it discharges about 50 
cubic feet of water per second. The Seven Mile River traverses the 
westerly part of the town, from north to south, and unites with the 
Ten Mile River, near the line of Pawtucket. Its length is about 10 
miles, and it discharges about 15 cubic feet per second. The Bungay 
River rises in a pond or reservoir, in the northeasterly part of the 
town, near Mansfield^ already mentioned ; and after a journey of about 
five miles, in a sluggish current, falls into the Ten Mile River, near 
East Attleborough Village. It is an unfailing stream, at all seasons 
of the year, and discharges about 10 cubic feet per second. The Ah- 
hott^s Run is a small stream, which enters the town from Cumber- 
land ; and, afler a passage of a few miles, again returns to its native 
town, and finally enters the Blackstone, below Valley Falls. 

The borders of the rivers and some other sections, in ancient times, 
contained many grass meadows or prairies, of considerable extent, 
which was one of the causes of its early settlement. 

Meteorological and botanical observations, exhibiting any peculiar 
feature, have not as yet been made. 

2. Artificial and Local Condition of the Town, 

Attleborough was one of the early settlements of the Old Colony of 
Plymouth. The lands now comprised within its limits were pur- 
chased in 1661, by the adjoining town of Rehoboth, and for about 
thirty years afterwards were known as the North Purchase of that 
town. It was separately incorporated under its present name, in 1694. 
The first settlement was made in 1635, in that part of the original lim- 
its of Attleborough now comprised in Cumberland, by William Black- 
stone, who had lived in Boston before the arrival of Winthrop's com- 
pany. John Woodcock and his sons made the first settlement within 
the present limits of the town, in 1669, in the neighborhood of the 
Baptist Meeting-house. Few peculiarly strikmg features have been 
presented during the long period of the town's history. In successive 
ages it hajs exhibited a steady, and nearly uniform, but not a rapid 
growth. All the territory was included in one parish until April 7, 
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1743, when it was divided into two; the first — ^the west or town 
parish ; and the second — ^the east parish. The latter has since con- 
ducted its parish affairs separately from the rest of the town. 

The Boston and Providence Turnpike, opened in 1804, and the Bos- 
ton and Providence Railroad, opened in 1835, pass through this town ; 
and afford direct and easy access to the principal markets and cities of 
the country. The former has lost the great amount of travel it once 
had, since the latter was opened. Providence was the principal market 
before the opening of this road. Three post offices exist in the town. 

The waters of the rivers at nearly all the falls have been obstructed 
in their courses by dams ; and have been used for manufacturing pur- 
poses. Three or four grist and saw-mills were built in the early ages 
of the town. Several artificial ponds and reservoirs have thus been 
created. The large extent of territory, the location of the mill powers 
upon the rivers, and the genius and pursuits of industry of the inhab- 
itants, have given rise to several considerable villages in different 
sections of the town, and prevented any one from becoming a common 
centre for the whole. This gives to the town a peculiar characteristic, 
differing from the great majority of the towns in the State. 

The most considerable town villages are as follows: — 1. ^^North 
Attleborough^'* on the turnpike, in the north part of the town. It is 
the location of most of the jewelry establishments ; and contains the 
Baptist and Universalist churches, and a post office. 2. ^^Attlehorough 
Falls,'*^ further southeasterly. The river has a fall here of 30 feet ; 
and near by, westerly, is an artificial reservoir, containing 160 acres. 
At this place, a cotton mill was erected in 1809. A saw mill, grist 
mill, and other mechanical works, are located here. 3. ^^Robinsan- 
ville^^ lower down the river, the location of most of the metal button 
manufactories. The first establishments of the kind in the United 
States were commenced here in 1812. 4. "Dean Totrw," next below, 
the location of a cotton mill. 5. ^^Farmersville^^'* containing the 
" Farmers' Factory," first erected in 1813. 6. ^^Mechanicsville^''^ the 
location of the " Mechanics' Cotton Mills," erected in 1811. 7. ^^East 
Atthhorough^^'* or "Attleborough Depot," the station of the Boston and 
Providence Railroad, the location of the East Parish Church, the At- 
tleborough Bank, a Post Office, and other objects of interest. 8. 
"Do(igetJt7Ze," further south, the location of the largest cotton mill in 
the town, first erected in 1809. It has a capital of $80,000, and con- 
tains 4,000 spindles and 130 looms. 9. ^^Hehronville^'*^ near the south 
line, bounding on Seekonk, the location of a cotton mill, erected in 
1812. All the foregoing villages are on the Ten Mile River, which 
passes ten dams in its course through the town. 10. " West Attlebor- 
ough,'^^ the location of the First Congregational Church, a small button 
factory, and some other works. 11. ''*' Attleborough City^'* southerly 
of Red Rock Hill, and the location of a cotton mill, erected in 1813, 
and a post office. These two villages are on the Seven Mile River. 
12. "Lane«n7Ze," on the river Abbott's Run, near the Cumberland 
line. It has also a cotton mill, erected in 1826. ^ 

It will be perceived that the water power has been the principal 
cause of the location and growth of these villages. The cotton mills, 
though they have an important influence upon the pecuniary and social 
character of the. town, are not very extensive ; altogether they containj 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



14,364 spindles and 446 looms, about one-third the number in the 
sinffle mill of the Atlantic Company, in Lawrence.^ 

An account of the manner in which the lands of the town have been 
classified, has been returned once in each ten years, since 1790, for 
the purposes of the decennial valuation of the property of the Com- 
monwealth. The following abstract of these returns, will exhibit a 
better idea of the progressive condition of the town, than any descrip- 
tion we might give, "nie quantity of land, as returned by the assessors, 
appears by the statement to have been 1,404 acres less in 1850 than 
that ascertained by actual survey, as stated, page 458. In some 
other years, a greater difference appears. 

Acres. In 1800. In 1810. In 1830. In 1680. In 1840. In 1890. 

Of Tillage Land, . . 1,310 1,430 

OfEnghsh Mowing, . 1,780 2,175 

Of Fresh Meadow, . 2,045 2,201 

Of Pasturage, . . . 5,250 7,157 

Of Woodland, . . . 2,761 3,195 

Of Unimproved Land, 7,064 7,875 

Unimprovable,. . • 3,185 ^ pi 

Owned by the Town, 1,617 I |S 

Used for Roads, . . 813 ( f| 

Covered with water, . 464 J jg-g 

Total, . . . .26,309 25,568 25,971 27,630 27,927 

Different modes seem to have been adopted, at different periods, as 
to the class to which some lands should be assigned, especially the 
woodland and unimproved land. The same lands appear to have been 
assigned to one class at one period, and to anoUier at a different 
period. 

3. Number and Condition of the Inhabitants. 

The first census known to have been taken, was in 1765, when the 
town contained 1,739 inhabitants. The next was taken in 1790, and 
gave 2,166. The next three censuses were as follows : — 

1800. 1810. 1820. 

Males. Females. Total. Males. Females. Total. Males. Females. Total. 




Under 10, 


365 


319 


684 


381 


316 


697 


394 


395 


789 


10 to 16, 


198 


217 


415 


219 


195 


414 


228 


246 


474 


16 to 26, 


272 


297 


569 


250 


321 


571 


281 


326 


607 


26 to 45, 


190 


191 


381 


232 


275 


507 


270 


360 


630 


Over 45, 


180 


241 


421 


234 


278 


512 


241 


301 


542 



Total, 1,205 1,265 2,470 1,316 1,385 2,701 1,414 1,628 3,042 
Colored Persons, . 10 . • 15 • • 13 

Total, . 2,480 . . 2,716 . . 3,055 

The last three enumerations seem to have been made with great 
care and accuracy. The State gave 3,635, or 40 more than the 
United States, in 1840; 4,157, or 43 less in 1850, which is a remark- 
able agreement under the circumstances. The East Parish, by the 

> Some accouBt of the early history of these establishments, prior to 1834, may be AnumI 
in Daggettfs valuable «< Sketch of Uie History of Attleborengb/' pp. ltl-lS6. 
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United Statea Census in 1850, had 1,489, and by the State Census 
1,466— a difference of 23 only. South or West Attleborough, had 
864, and North Attleborough 1827. 

The population increased 427, or 24.5 per cent, from 1765 to 1790 ; 
^4, or 14.9 per cent. 1790 to 1800 ; 236, or 9.5 per cent. 1800 to 
1810 ; 349, or 12.8 per cent. 1810 to 1820 ; 160, or 5.8 per cent. 
1820 to 1830, (beside 12 families, containing about 50 persons, which 
were set off to Wrentham ;) 373, or 11.2 per cent 1830 to 1840; and 
612, or 17 per cent. 1840 to 1850. This shows a remarkably imifomi 
increase at the difierent periods. 

In 1800 there was, on an average of the whole township, 54 persons 
to the square mile, or 11.8 acres to each person ; in 1850 there was 
91 persons to the square mile, or 7 acres nearly to each person. 

We have compiled the subjoined abstract of the last three censuses, 
showing the number of each sex and of both sexes, at each of the dif- 
ferent ages specified; the number under 5, in the InfcmtiU Period 
of life ; the number between 5 and 15, the Educational Period of life ; 
the number between 15 and 60, the Productive Period of life ; and 
the number over 60, the Declining Period of life ; the proportion per 
cent living in each of these periods ; and the average age at each : — 





1830. 


1940. 


1850. 


A«ei. 






















Males. 


FemalM. 


Both 
SexM. 


Males. 


Females. 


Both 
Sexes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Both 
SeoiM. 


Under 5, • . 


199 


209 


408 


228 


209 


437 


224 


225 


449 


5 to 10, . . 


165 


182 


347 


189 


207 


396 


185 


204 


389 


10 to 15, . . 


164 


186 


350 


199 


181 


380 


200 


178 


378 


15 to 20, . . 


171 


205 


376 


163 


202 


365 


239 


257 


496 


20 to 30, . . 


234 


356 


590 


278 


365 


643 


419 


441 


860 


30 to 40, . . 


189 


231 


420 


208 


247 


455 


271 


268 


539 


40 to 50, • . 


144 


151 


295 


175 


218 


393 


209 


212 


421 


50 to 60, . . 


82 


116 


198 


99 


136 


235 


138 


192 


330 


60 to 70, . . 


70 


75 


145 


83 


84 


167 


96 


111 


207 


70 to 80, . . 


31 


32 


63 


43 


49 


92 


43 


59 


102 


80 to 90, . . 


8 


15 


23 


8 


12 


20 


12 


9 


21 


Ov«r 90, . . 


• 


• 


• 


• 


2 


2 


3 


5 


8 


Total,. . . 


1,457 


1,758 


3,215 


1,673 


1,912 


3,585 


2,039 


2,161 


4,200 


Under 5, . . 


199 


209 


408 


228 


209 


437 


224 


225 


449 


5 to 15, . . 


329 


368 


697 


388 


388 


776 


3a5 


382 


767 


15 to 60, . . 


820 


1,059 


1,879 


923 


1,168 


2,091 


1,276 


1,370 


2,646 


Over 60, . . 


109 


122 


231 


134 


147 


281 


154 


184 


338 


Totol,. . . 


1,457 


1,758 


3^315 


1,673 


1,912 


3,585 


2/)39 


2,161 


4,200 


xToporJioti, • • 
Under 5, . . 


13.6 


11.9 


12.7 


ia6 


10.9 


12.2 


11.0 


10.4 


10.7 


5 to 15, . . 


22.6 


20.9 


21.7 


23.2 


20.3 


21.7 


18.9 


17.7 


18.3 


15 to 60, . . 


56.3 


60.3 


58.4 


55.2 


61.1 


58.3 


62.6 


63.4 


63.0 


Over 60, . . 


7.5 


6.9 


7.2 


8.0 


7.7 


7.8 


7.5 


8.5 


8.0 


Total,. . • 


100. 


100. 


100. 


100. 


100. 


100. 


100. 


100. 


100. 


Average Age, • 


25.9 


26.4 


26.2 


26.4 


27.8 


26.1) 


27.6 


28.7 


28iJ 
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This table may be read thus, taking the two lower sections of the 
last column. Among both sexes there were, in 1850, living in Attle- 
borough, 449, or 10.7 per cent, of the population, under 5 ; 767, or 
18.3 per cent. 5 to 15 ; 2,646, or 63 per cent. 15 to 60 ; and 338, or 
8 per cent who had survived 60. The average age of the whole was 
28.2 years. And in like manner at other periods and among different 
sexes. One is living over 100 years old. 

The colored population was 11, in 1830; 16 in 1840; and 16 (5 
blacks and 11 mulattoes,) in 1850. 

The legal voters are 796, or 1 in 5i2 of the population. 

The sexes of the population will appear as follows : — 





Both Sum. 


Mil... 


FmmIm. 


Male.. 


Females. 


th. Females w 


1800, 


2,470 


14205 


1,265 


48.79 


51.21 


104.97 


1810, 


2,701 


1,816 


1,385 


48.72 


51.28 


105.27 


1820, 


8,042 


1,414 


1,628 


46.48 


53.52 


115.18 


1830, 


8,215 


1,457 


1,758 


45.32 


54.68 


120.65 


IMO, 


8,585 


1,673 


1,912 


46.67 


53.33 


114.22 


1860, 


4,200 


2,039 


2,161 


48.55 


51.45 


105.98 



This statement shows that the introduction into the cotton mills of 
female operatives, increased the proportion of the female sex from 
1810 to 1830 ; and since then the introduction of male operatives, who 
are principally employed in the jewelry establishments, has reduced 
the sexes to nearly their natural proportions. 

The domestic or civil condition of the inhabitants, or the number of 
persons living unmarried, married, and widowed, has not been ascer- 
tained, though an interesting and important characteristic. 

The places of birth of the inhabitants are given in the United States 
Census, by which it appears that 2,988, or 71.1 per cent, were bom in 
Massachusetts; 734, or 17.5 per cent, in other States; 411, or 9.8 
per cent, were foreigners ; 67, or 1.6 per cent, unknown. Of those 
bom in other States, 453 were natives of the adjoining State of Rhode 
Island, 65 of New York, 53 of New Hampshire, 50 of Connecticut, 48 
of Maine, 30 of Vermont, 24 of Pennsylvania, 4 of New Jersey, 2 
'each of Ohio and Illinois, and 1 each of Michigan, South Carolina, 
and Creorgia. Of the foreigners, 22 were bom in the British Provinces 
•of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Canada, 301 in Ireland, 75 in 
England, 8 in Scotland, 4 in Germany, and 1 in France. No distinc- 
tion was made, as it should have been, to show the sanitary Influence 
of locality, between those who were natives of this town, and those 
who were natives of other parts of the State. 

The house accommodation enjoyed by the inhabitants can be ascer- 
tained with considerable accuracy. In 1765, according to a census 
then taken, there were 266 dwelling-houses, inhabited by 301 families, 
,and 1,739 inhabitants ; or 6.5 persons to a house and 5.6 persons to a 
family. In 1790 the dwelling-houses were 314, and the inhabitants 
2,166, or 6.9 to a house. The following is a statement of the dwell- 
Jng-houses since 1800: — 
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Other 


Totd 


i'g:SB5^ 


Tean. 






BanM. 


BuUdlnn. BoUiUnvi. 


hnwh 


1800, 


287 


22 


11 


226 


41 


587 


8.6 


1810, 


340 


71 


17 


277 


32 


737 


8.0 


1«M), 


879 


64 


87 


328 


51 


859 


8.0 


1830, 


409 


27 


19 


844 


32 


881 


7.8 


1840, 


494 


74 


16 


402 


24 


1,010 


7.2 


1850, 


591 


122 


17 


890 


104 


1,224 


7.1 



According to the United States Census, there were 620 dweUing- 
houses or tenements, in 1850, inhabited by 83S families and 4^200 
persons. This is 5.8 persons to a house, and 5 to a family. The as* 
sessors, probably, in some instances, returned a double tentexnent as 
one house, which was returned in the United States Census as two 
houses, which accounts for the discrepancy. This statement shows 
that the number of pers<»is to a dwelling*house has been gradually 
growing less since 1800: and that there are, on the average, one and a 
half persons less now, than there were fifty years ago. House uccom' 
modation has consequently greatly improv^. And it has increased 
not only in having a less number of persons to a house, but in a 
better quality of houses. 

The occupations of the male inhabitants, over 15 years of age, are 
specified in the census of 1850 ; from which we have compiled the 
following abstract : — 



l^armers, (all owners or head managers, except 5,) 

Jewellers, 

Other mechanics and manufacturers : — 4 bakers, 24 black- 
smiths, 2 boat-builders, 1 bonnet maker, 24 boot and shoe- 
makers, 4 box makers, 3 brass founders, 1 brewer, 9 button 
makers, 1 cabinet maker, 3 carriage and harness makers, 4 
clock makers, 57 carpenters, 3 comb makers, 1 confec- 
tioner, 1 cooper, 1 hatter, 1 locksmith, 22 machinists, 11 
masons, 100 manufacturers, either overseers or operatives, 
principally in the cotton mills ; 5 millers, 1 moulder, 10 
painters, 7 shuttle makers, 1 stone cutter, 3 tailors, 7 tan- 
ners, 6 tinners, 1 tallow chandler, 2 turners, 1 watchmaker, 
7 wheelwrights, . • • / 

Professional men : — 7 clergymen, 1 lawyer, 6 physicians, . 14 

Other occupations : — 1 artist, 2 almshouse keepers, 6 butch- 
evs, 1 cashier, 13 clerks, 9 gentlemen, 11 ^^gold hunters,^^ 
temporary absentees in California ; 1 dentist, 1 depot mas- 
ter, 1 fishermaBt 4 innkeepers, 2 hostlers, 3 invalids, 1 Inr 
diQH doctor, 1 Thompsonimi doctor, 4 livery keepers, 17 
mefchants, 8 pedlers, 2 post-matterSf 4 sailors, 2 publish* 
eiB, 2 railroad master^) 2 stag^ diay^rp, 6 students, 2 
teachers, 1 vocalist, • , , ^ • 

Common laborers, ••••.• 

Per9ws wliom Qcm^Si^i^m are n<>t specified, 

Tot^l maje persoRH m d>e town, wer 15 years of agjs, . l^^BO- 
2 
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The number of farmers here returned, is only 5 more than the num- 
ber of farms enumerated ; and probably includes the owners of the 
farms only, and not the sons of farmers, or the laborers engaged on 
the farms, and does not represent the exact number engaged in agri- 
culture. The mechanics and manufacturers are 687, or nearly 48 
per cent, of the male inhabitants over 15 years of age. 

Average monthly wages to a farm hand, with board, 6 mo., $14 00 
Average to a day laborer, with board, . . . 67 

Average to a day laborer, without board, . . . 1 00 
Average day wages to a carpenter, without board, . 1 33 
' Weekly wages to a female domestic, with board, . 1 50 

Price of bowl to laboring men, per week, . . . 2 00 

The average wages for the male operatives in the cotton milb, is 
#5 per week, and of the females, $3.50 per week, including board, 
which is $2 for m&les, and $1.42 for femsdes. The operatives in the 
jewelry establishments usually work by the piece, and earn about the 
average wages of other mechanics. 

The inhabitants were principally occupied in agriculture for the 
first hundred and fifty years of the town's existence. For the last 40 
years an increased attention has been paid to other occupations ; and, 
auring that period, the number of farms and the amount of agricul- 
tural productions do not seem to have greatly increased, notwith- 
standmg the increase of population. This inference may be derived 
from the following statement, compiled from the returns of the assess- 
ors for the decennial valuation of the State : — 



Produce. 



In 1800. In 1810. In 1820. In 1630. In 1840. In 1850. 





10,469 


10,130 6,981 


12,891 




1,988 


1,499 2,565 


2,438 




2,973 


230 2,315 


2,577 




840 


1,271 1,636 


2,294 




1,089 


889 1,071 


1,669 


249 


226 


257 298 


388 


291 


321 


349 189 


235 


898 


914 


899 692 


769 


419, 


581 


573 577 


544 



Bushels of Indian Com, 11,080 

" of Rye,. . . 1,755 

** of Oats, . . 1,017 

Tons of English Hay, . 813 

" of Meadow Hay, 1,347 

Horses, 230 

Oxen, 361 

Cows, 859 

Swine, 431 

Prom this statement it appears that the amount of Indian com, rye, 
oats, and English hay has somewhat increased. Meadow hay has de- 
creased in the amount of production. The amount of live stock has 
remained about stationary. 

The following interesting statement is abstracted from the returns 
accompanying flie census of the United States for 1850. This cen- 
sus seems to have been taken with great care and accuracy, by Col. 
Willard Blackinton, of Attleborough, who was familiar with Uie local- 
ities and the interests of the town : — 



Acre$ of Land. 
Improved, • 
Unimproved, 



11,756 
9,454 

2i;210 



Live Stocky June 1, 1850. 
Horses, . 280 

Milch Cows, . . 738 

Working Oxen, . . 24T 
Other Cattle, 851 
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Sheep, . . . 


88 


Swine, .... 


653 


Value of Live StOQk, . 


156,486 


Produce during the year 


ending 


June 1, 1850. 




Busheb of Wheat, 


22 


" of Rye, . 


2,898 


" of Indian Com, . 


14,534 


" of Oats, . 


2,461 


" of Peas & Beans, 


499 


" of Potatoes, 


20,769 


" of Barley, 


93 


" of Buckwheat, . 


86 


Value of Orchard Prod- 





uce. 



•4,194 



Value of Produce of Mar- 
ket Garden, $455 

Pounds of Butter, . . 41,485 
" of Cheese, . 10,130 

" of Wool, . . 109 

Tons of Hay, . . 3,074 

Bushels of Grass Seed, . 121 

founds of Honey &Wax, 540 

Value of Household Man- 
ufactures, . . . $1,430 

Value of Animab slaugh- 
tered, . . $19,172 

Cash value of Farms, $711,230 
" " of Farming 

Tools, . . $19,690 



$730,920 



The number of farming establishments enumerated was 277 ; and 
they contained 21,210 acres of land, 11,756 of which was improved, 
and 9,454 unimproved. This is nearly three-fourths of the town, or 
8,121 acres less than the exact area. This gives 76.5 acres, — 42.5 im- 
proved and 34 unimproved — as the average size of each farm. The 
largest contained 400 acres — ^275 improved, and 125 unimproved, — 
and the smallest, 10 acres. 

The aggregate cash value of the farms was $711,230 ; the average 
value was $2,567. One was valued at $380; 15 under $1,000; 
78 from 1 to $2,000 ; 84 from 2 to $3,000; 51 from 3 to $4,000; 
23 from 4 to $5,000 ; 17 from 5 to $6,000 ; 5 from 6 to $7,000 ; 2 
from 8 to $9,000; 1 from 9 to $10,000; and 1 at $10,000. The 
whole capital invested may be stated as follows : — 

Cash value of the Farms, . * . $711,230 

" " " Farming Implements, . 19,690 

" " " Live Stock, . . 56,486 

Total capital invested in Farms, . . $787,406 

The value of the annual productions, estimat- 
ed at the market value in the town, were . $104,959 

The manufacturing industry of the town affords a means of subsist- 
ence to a considerable portion of the inhabitants ; and it has been di- 
rected to the production of some articles, at an earlier period and in 
greater quantities here, than in any other American town. We have 
already stated that the first manufactory of metal buttons, and the first 
manufactory of gold and gilt jewelry and silver ware, in the United 
States, were located in this town. The cotton nnanufacture had also 
an early preference. These three kinds of manufacture have been 
the* leading articles of attention. Their productive value has varied* 
in different years. Some years have been more prosperous than 
others. The manufacture of metal buttons is much less extensive 
now than in past years. The jewelry business is at present in the as- 
cendancy. One of these establishments is 260 feet in length, about 
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30 in breadth, wad two stories high, and is furnished with water and 
8team*power. Another is nearly as large. 

Tlie manufacturing statistics have been collected at four different 
periods ; twice under the authority of the State, and twice under that 
of the United States. An abstract of each is subjoined. 



Kindf of BoiineM or Man- 
nlactiire. 



1837. 



id 



Caplt«tl In- 1 
Tested. I 



Value 
of Product. 



1845. 



MS 



Capital In- 
ye«ted. 



Value 
ofProdact. 



By tht f^icOe. 
Cotton Mills, . . 
Metallic Buttons, 
Jewelry, . . . 
Hooks and Eyes, 
Sfantdes, . . . 
Otiier articles, . 



Total, 



$259,000377 
90,000 ^ 
50,000 



63 
112 



«229,577 

90,000 
92,000 



40,500 64 84,000 



$222,000362 
50,000 " 
28,000 

3,000 

4,000 
14,400 



45 

102 

30 

14 

129 



$414,757 
41,080 
85,000 
20.222 
81375 
85,155 



$439,500!616' $495,577 



i $321,400 



682; $654,569 



ByHieUmUdSUOts, 

Cotton Mills, . . 
Metallic Buttons, 
Jewelry, . * . 
Hooks and £yes. 
Shuttles, . • • 
Other articles, . 

Total, . . . 



1840. 



1850. 



$215,000368 



56,000 



189 



9,000 



12 



$280,000569 $262,300 



$150,300 
92,000 



20,000 



$250,000377 
8,000 33 
144,500381 
30 
20 
34 



10,000 

2,500 

20,150 



43 $435,150 875 $756,967 



$186,017 

23,000 

478,200 

20,000 

8,000 

41,750 



It has been repeatedly said that the facts collected in 1840 are im- 
perfect and unreliable, as an exhilMtion of the industry of the country. 
The aboVe abstract affords an additional illustration of the correctness 
of this (pinion. 

The establishments for the manufacture of " other articles'' speci- 
fied in the table under 1850, were 1 baker, 1 boat-builder, 2 box and 
trunk makers, 1 brass and iron founder, 1 carriage smith, 1 clock 
maker, 1 paper-box maker, 1 tallow chandler, and 2 tanners. Besides 
these, there were also enumerated in 1845, the makers of blocks 
and pumps, boots and shoes, bricks, cabinet ware, carpenters' toob, 
coml^, harnesses, straw goods, tin ware, weavers' reeds, and some 
other articles, a part of which are still continued. 

At 18 establishments water power is used ; at one, water and steam, 
and at the others, hand power. The cotton mills consume 1,575 bales 
of cotton, and produce 2,700,000 yards of printing cloths, 18 inches 
wide, No. 30 tiiread. At one of the establishments 168,000 dozen 
spool cotton, valued at^ 18,000, was made the last year. 

It appears by the statement under 1850, that the amount of capital 
invested in the manufacturing business in this town, is $435,150. 

The value of the articles produced, . . $756,967 

'^ '' of the raw material used, . . 301,423 

Leaving to pay for labor, incidental expenses, and 
for profit, ..... •455,544 
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A Bank with a capital of •lOOyOOO, and a Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company, exist in the town. 

The pecuniary public burdens imposed upon the people in the form 
of taxes, will appear from the following statement, compiled from ma- 
terials furnished us by the Town Clerk : — 



Tears. 


Afgrecate Valuation of the Property. 


oJMTe 
Folia. 


Amount 


Proportion on each. 




Real. 


PeraonaL 


Total. 


aeased. 


itoo. 


PolL 


InlLtbH. 


1845, 
1846, 
1847, 
1848, 
1849, 
1850, 


$661,733 
677,550 
691,133 
708,917 
729,966 
773,966 


$199,800 

210,850 
209,750 
203,433 
236,416 
256,034 


$861,533 
888,400 
900,883 
912,350 
966,382 

1,030,000 


733 
778 
817 
843 
912 
927 


$6,439 15$0 48 
7,060 42 52i 
8,097 18 60 
7,221 83 51 
9,100 30 66 
8,080 84 55i 


$8 77 $1 65 
9 00 1 78 
9 91 2 01 

8 56 1 77 

9 97 2 19 
8 71 1 92 



The property of the town is entered on the assessors' bodes at two- 
thirds its nominal value, and the tax assessed upon a sum produced by 
six per cent, of this reduced valuation. This mconvenient method of 
assessing taxes has long been practised in this State, though it is now 
abandoned by many towns, and should be wholly prohibited by posi- 
tive statute. The principle now adopted in Boston, Lawrence, and va- 
rious other towns, which seems a just one, is to enter the property aX 
its true and just cash value, and to assess the tax upon this and not 
upon any reduced valuation. It is obvious that no individual's per- 
sonal tax will be affected by the adoption of this principle, when uni- 
formly followed. Mr. Blackinton returns, as the true valuation of the 
town, in the United States Census, •I, 400,000, differing from the as- 
sessors' valuation by ^370,000. 

The following is an account of the income and expenditures of the 
town for each year, ending April 1st, as far as we have been able to 
ascertain them, from the printed statements of the selectmen and treas- 
urer : — 



From Taxes, . 

State School Fund, . 
State Paupers, 
Pedlers' Licenses, . 


INCOHE. 

In IMS 

. «5,829 09 
'. 4000 


la 18M. 

•5,301 95 

155 20 

9 94 

30 00 


fa MM. 

#6,745 35 

154 59 

14 82 

70 00 


Total, . . . «5,869 09 

EXPEMDITURES. 

For County Tax, . . . • 951 14 
Public Schools, . . 2,164 82 
Almshouse and Pauperism, 1,016 54 
Roads and Bridges, . . 369 14 
Services and Incidental Ex- 
penses, . . 1,368 45 


♦5,497 09 

•1,080 84 

2,265 48 

'1,305 65 

238 6» 

611 53 


•6,984 76 

•1,080 84 

2,760 91 

2,264 48 

300 00 

578 OH 



Total, 



•5,869 09 •5,497 09 •6,964 76 
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Since the burning of the almshouse, in 1849, large expenditures 
have been made for the new establishment ; and some parts of the 
pauper expenditures in all the years, have been repaid by other towns. 
In addition to these taxes, $1,500 has been assessed for the repairs of 
roads, and expended in labor, under the direction of the surveyors of 
highways, at the rate of 10 cents per hour for a man, 10 cents for a 
yoke of oxen, 8 cents for a^ horse, 9 cents for a plough, and 2 cents 
for a cart. 

The following is the population, and valuation property of the town 
as established by the State, at different periods : — 



Period. 


FopuIaUoB. 


Polb. 


Valuation. 


Proporllon 

oTSiaoo 


Folk to 
1 Inhabllant. 


VdiiaUon 
tol 
Inhabitant, tol Poll. 


1800, 


2,480 


467 


$294,990 


93 49 


5.1 


$119 9631 


1810, 


2,716 


609 


387,277 


3 31 


5.2 


142 635 


1820, 


3,055 


672 


411,319 


3 18 


4.5 


134 616 


1830, 


3,215 


748 


547,448 


3 06 


4.3 


170 786 


1840, 


3,585 


851 


800,684 


2 87 


4.3 


223 940 



1850, 4,157 1035 1,400,000 



4.0 



336 



When this sheet went to press, the State valuation for 1850, and 
the proportion of $1,000 to be assessed upon the town, had not been 
fixed. The following statement shows, at the periods specified, the 
number of towns, the aggregate population and valuation of the prop- 
erty of the whole State, and the average population and property, if 
all of the cities and towns had been equal. It also shows the relative 
rank of the town of Attleborough in the State and in the county, as to 
population and property : — 



i 


Number 


PopolaUon. 


Valuation of Property. 


Rank of the 

Town in the 

State. 


Rank of the 

Town in the 

County. 


fc 




TntiU. 


kyenze. 


Total. 


Averase. 


Popu'n. 


Prop'ty 


Popu'n. 


Prop'ty 


1800, 
1810, 
1820, 
1830, 
1840, 
1850, 


281 
290 
299 
307 
308 
322 


422,845 
472,040 
523,287 
610,408 
737,700 
973,715 


1,504 
1,627 
1,750 
1,990 
2,395 
3,022 


$70,302,293 
97,976,511 
153,644,267 
208,360,407 
299,878,329 

Not ascertain^ 


$250,186 
337,851 
513,860 
678,991 
973,630 

Oct. 1, 1850. 


3l8t 

23d 
26th 
33d 
36th 
43d 


40th 
37th 

38th 
43d 
43d 


6th 

5th 

4th 
4th 

6th 
4th 


6th 

4th 
5th 
6th 
6th 



This interesting statement shows that Attleborough, at all the peri- 
ods, has had more than an average population and wealth ; and that 
the relative rank in 1800 was, as to population, the 31st town in the 
State, and as to property, the 40th ; and in 1840, as to population, the 
36th, and as to property, the 43d, showing that the relative wealth has 
increased faster than the relative population. And we suppose the 
result of 1860 will exhibit a still more favorable comparison. 

For the purposes of public education the town is divided into 23 
school districts ; in 21 of which there is 1 public school in each, and 
in 2 there are 2 schools in each. From the returns of the school 
committee to the Board of Education, we gather the following facts 
in regard to the years specified : — 
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101845-46 


Inl84«-M. 


947 


890 


776 


829 


794 


902 


619 


604 


523 


22 


24 


19 


• 1,422 


$2,001 


82,601 


fl.50 


«2.25 


•3,352 


15th 


7th 


6th 


256th 


150th 


112th 
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Children in the educational age, . 
Scholars at school in winter, 
Average attendance in winter, 
dumber of teachers in winter, 
Money raised by taxes for the schools, . 
Average for each child between 5 and 15, 
School rank of the town in the county, . 
School rank of the town in the State, 

The educational age, according to the law of 1849, is 5 to 15 ; pre- 
viously it was 4 to 16. This will partially account for the discre- 
pancy in the number returned in the different periods. The census 
for 1850 gives 767 between the ages 5 to 15, which is only 9 less 
than here returned. It also gives 897 who attended school during the 
year ; and there were returned 127 over 20 years of age who cannot 
read and write. Two of these were natives of Massachusetts, and one 
of Rhode Isleuid ; the remainder were foreigners. 

Many persons have supposed that the advantages of the public 
schools would be greatly increased by enlarging the districts, by a 
union of two or more in one, and thus extending the length of the 
school terms and raising the character of the schools ; and also by the 
erection of a high school for the whole town, or of three or four high 
schools in different sections of the town. But the peculiar circum- 
stances of the districts and some other causes, have prevented either of 
these plans from being carried into execution. From a statement of 
the distribution of the public money among the schools for 1850, it 
appears that the average number of children in each district, between 
the ages 5 to 15, was §2, The highest 68, and the lowest 12. The 
average amount of public money received by each, was $114.83. The 
largest received $228.26; and the smallest, $52.46. The average 
length of the schools is stated to have been about 3 months in sum- 
mer 6uid 3 months in winter. Some districts, however, could enjoy a 
school of any character scarcely half of that period, and some no 
school at all in winter, unless supported by private subscription or in- 
come of funds, which has often been done. 

A legacy, amounting to $11,000, was left by Mr. Abiathar A. Rich- 
ardson,^ for the benefit of the 10 school districts in the East Parish, the 
income of which, nearly equalling the amount received from the public 
treasury, is annually distributed under the direction of a board of trus- 
tees. Another legacy of about $1,000 value, was given for the benefit 
of the 8th, or " City" district. 

The following statement will show the names of the different relig- 
ious societies ; the date of their organization, and of the erection ami 
the cost of their houses of worship and furniture ; the sittings or ac- 
commodation they furnish ; the funds belonguig to the society ; the 
salary of the clergymen ; and the estimated annual expense of public 
wcMTship : — 

>Mr. RicbardsoB died Febiuary, 1843, affed 29. On bis eravestoiie is iDscribed, '' Hii 
legacy to Common Scbools is his best epitapE and bis most enaanDg monument" 
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Date 
f<Oritti>lmtloiir 


HowM of Wonhto 
and Coat oTCoiiatrucuoD. 


Fonda. 


gSStf 


Total 
Annual 
Bxpenae. 






SSi? 


Sittima. 


Coat. 


let Congregaf al, 

Baptist, . . . 
Umveraalift, • . 
iDdependent, . . 


Mar. 25, 1707 
Apr. 7,1743 
Jan. 20, 1747 
Aug. 17, 1816 
Dec. , 1827 


1828 
1825 
1817 

1818 
1827 


500 
600 
500 
375 
300 


$5,500 

7,000 

5,500 

4,500 

600 


$5,600 
5,000 
2,500 

• 


$600 
700 
600 
600 
300 


$800 

900 
750 
800 
100 


Total, . . . 


. 


. 1 2,275 


$23,100' «13,100 


$2,800 


$3,350 



Public worship, according to the Episcopalian forms, conducted by 
occasional assistance, is also held weekly at Dod^ville, though the 
worshippers have no house erected specicdly for their accommodation, 
nor a scjttled minister. A Sabbath evening service is also held at At- 
tleborough Falls, by several clei^men, alternately, in rotation. It is 
estimated that about $3,500, or a little less than $1 for each inhabit- 
ant, is voluntarily contributed annually for the support of religious wor- 
ship. Sabbath schools are connected with the leading religious soci- 
eties, and have libraries numbering about 600 volumes. The two con- 
nected with the Congregational Societies, in January, 1850, had 425 
scholars. The communicants in these churches were 3T7, or 1 in 
about 11 of the population, of whom 106 were males and 271 were 
females. The Baptist Church in 1849 had 145 communicants. 

We compile from the returns to the Secretary of State, the follow- 
ing comparative statem^it respecting the pauperism of the town : — 

Value of Almshouse establishment. 
Whole number relieved as paupers. 
Whole number in the Almshouse, 
Average number in the Almshouse, 
Insane and idiotic paupers. 
Paupers made so by intemperance. 
Average weekly cost of each, . 
Average cost out of Almshouse, 
Total annual cost. 

The United States Census for 1850, returns 24 paupers, of whom 18 
were Americans, and 6 foreigners ; and the annual cost of their sup- 
port was $840. The num^r of paupers has been, on the average, 
•bout 1 to 850 iahabitaats ; and their anmial OQBt aVmt 25 cents' for 
fttck inhabitaiiiL 

During the year ending July 1, 1660, it appetn thst 98 eomk^mB 
fiir crime have taken place ; 6 fijc ammU imi batU^T^ ; 1 for $mph 
MsauU ; 2 for larceny ; 1 for sbop-breoking i» d^ d^ty-time^ (npn-iow- 
ident ;) 1 for arson in llie night-time ; 7 for drunkenness ; 4 fit ieUing 
intoxicating drinks ; and 7 &r a nuisance in a highway, or throwing a 
^^ wheel-balP' or foot-baU, by which the proper^ and lives of travellers 
was endangered, aAd actual injury inflicted. During this period, 2 
new schoomouses, 6 bams, and 1 dwelling-house were burnt by incen- 
diaries. 



InlMO. 

•2,500 


InlM. 

•2,000 


In ISM. 

•4,000 


64 


31 


60 


96 


20 


23 


26 


13 


10 


2 


5 


4 


32 


10 


40 


•0 90 


•1 09 


•1 50 


025 


78 


80 


•1,500 


•890 


•1,000 
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In two or three places intoxicating liquors may be obtained, though 
no licenses for their sale are granted. The number of intemperate 
persons has greatly lessened within the last twenty or thirty years. 
4. Municipal Afairs and Sanitary Police. 

The government of the town consists of 3 selectmen, a town clerk, 
a treasurer, a collector, 7 school committee-men, 4 constables, 26 sur- 
veyors of highways, 4 fence viewers, 8 field drivers, 4 surveyors of 
lumber, 4 surveyors of bark, 1 sealer of weights and mecisures, all 
chosen in April, annually. The selectmen generally act as assessors 
and overseers of the poor, though separate boards for these objects are 
sometimes chosen. 

The town police consists of the 4 constables, and a deputy sheriff 
and a coroner, who reside here. Civil and criminal causes are now 
brought before the Trial Justice of the town. There is no systematic 
organization for the extinguishment of fires. There are a few small 
engines, which are managed by temporary volunteers. 

No separate Board of Health has existed ; nor have any health regu- 
lations been published. The small-pox has occasionally appeared; 
and at such times the selectmen, when they have deemed it expedient, 
have provided accommodations for the sick. Arrangements have 
sometimes been made for the people to cussemble in the several district 
schoolhouses to be vaccinated. It has not, however, been very sys- 
tematically done. In no other cases have the selectmen acted as a 
Board of Health. 

There are several places for the interment of the dead. 1. The 
" Woodcock Burying Ground," near the Baptist meeting-house, in North 
Attleborough, is the most ancient ground in town, and was given for 
this purpose by John Woodcock. His son, Nathaniel, was the first per- 
son buned here. He was killed by the Indians, in 1676, and was in- 
terred beneath the spot where he fell. This ground contains about one 
acre, is filled with graves, has ceased to be a place of interment, and 
is now in a neglected condition. 2. The " Union" Ground, near the 
Universalist church, contains about two acres, and has several tombs. 
3. The " Falls" Ground contains about two acres, and is completely 
filled. 4. The " City" Ground, in South Attleborough, contains four 
acres, and has recently been enlarged and beautified. 5. The " East 
Attleborough" Ground was established in 1744, contains two acres, 
and is nearly filled. In 1834 the railroad was laid out through this 
ground, and the remains in many of the graves were removed, 
which produced great excitement and opposition. 6. The " Hebron- 
ville" Ground contains two acres. Besides these, there are several 
** neighborhood" grounds, where a few bodies are interred ; and also 
a few " family" or private grounds, on separate estates. 

" Mount Hope Cemetery" was established in 1850, by a joint stock 
company, organized under the general laws of the Commonwealth. It 
is located near Attleborough Falls, and contains eight acres, partly 
cleared lands and partly woodland groves. It is laid out into family 
lots and single graves, accessible by avenues and paths. The amount 
already expended is about 91,200. The first interment in this grouiO 
look place August, 1850. Family lots, containing from 300 to 
900 square feet, are sold for 3 cents per foot. The foUowmg are 
the printed regulations established by the trustees :— 
3 
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1. The trustees shall consist of five persons. 2. A sexton or saperintendent shall be ap- 
pointed by the trustees, who shall have charge of the grounds, ana shall be under their or- 
dert and responsible to th^m. He shall keep a record of all interments, including the name 
of the deceased, place of birth, age, names of parents, date and cause of death, in a bockf 
in such form ana manner as the trustees shall prescribe. 3. Said trustees shall also appoint 
a register, who shall make a fair and plain record or copy of the facts contained in the sex- 
ton's book, to be preserved in a permanent form. 4. Suitable boundary stones or monu- 
ments shall be set up and kept at Uie corners of each lot. 6. No person shall cut down any 
tree now standing on his lot. without the consent of the trustees. 6. No owner shall raise or 
lower the general surface or his lot more than six inches^ without the consent of the trustees. 
7. It shall be the duty of the sexton to prevent all injuries by visiters or others, to the trees, 
shrubbery or flowers growing on the grounds ; and all gunning on the premises shall be en- 
tirely prohibited. And the trustees may prescribe such rules and regulations for visiters, 
not mconsistent with these by-laws, as they may deem best. 8. A book shall be kept by 
the register, in which the titles to the lots purchased shall be recorded. 9. Rights to a sin- 
gle grave may be obtained by permits of the trustees, at the rate of two dollars for an adult, 
and one dollar for children, in tne ground which has been appropriated for the purpose ; and 
permits may be granted by them for single burials, without charge, to such persons as are 
unable to pay. 10. The sexton's charge lor opening, closing and sodding a grave, and his 
attendance at the interment, shall be two dollars. 

The undertaker or sexton for East Attleborough, is chosen by the 
parish ; for the other grounds, by the proprietors, though they are not 
regularly appointed, and none of them are responsible, as they should 
be, to the selectmen or town clerk. The customary mode of inter- 
ment is as follows : — ^The family of the deceased selects some person 
to act as " superintendent," to see that all the proceedings at the funeral 
are conducted in an orderly and becoming manner. The undertaker 
•digs and closes the grave. Some one volunteers, or is invited to man- 
age the hearse, wi£out charge ; and receives the body at the house 
and deposits it at the place of interment, in presence of the mourners. 
The ordinary expenses are — for coffin, 86; undertaker's fees, $2; 
lotal, $8. 

5. Healthy Sickness^ and Mortality of the Inhabitants, 

The records of births, marriages, and deaths commenced May 1, 
1843, under the laws of the State. Previously, records of this kind 
were made in family groups, to each of which a part of a page of the 
record book was cussigned. They, however, comprized a very small 
part only of the whole number of these events. 

The Births^ from 1843 to 1845, were imperfectly recorded. In 
1846 and 1847, they were more generally entered, and for the last 
two years, it is believed that few, if any, have been omitted. The en- 
tries for the four years, 1846-1849, have been 488, — an annual aver- 
age of 122, or 3.31 per cent., or 1 in 31.9, of the inhabitants. There 
were 148, in 1848 ; and 156, in 1849 ; or, for these two years, 1 in 
ii7 of the inhabitants ; which is probably more nearly the average pro- 
portion. Of the births, 257, or 52.66 per cent., were males, and 231, 
or 47.34 per cent., were females. For every 100 males bom, there 
were 89 females. 

Dr. Thaddeus Phelps, an intelligent physician of Attleborough, 
whose interest in sanitaiy matters is highly commended, has furnished 
us with the statistics of 600 cases of child-birth, which he has attended 
professionally, from which we derive the following interesting facts. 
They show, in a very forcible light, the physical circiunstances of in- 
^t development in this town, and the sanitary condition of human 
nfe at its first production. 

Of the 600 children bom, 305 were males and 295 females ; or 96 
iemales for every 100 males ; and in dib number were 7 pairs of 
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twins — 4 pairs in which both were girls, 2 in which both were boys, 
fuid in 1 case, one of each sex. The twin children were 2.33 per cent, 
of the whole. 

The average weight of the boys was 8 lbs. 7^ oz. ; of the girls, 8 
lbs. 6^^ oz. ; and of both sexes, 8 lbs. 6f f oz. ; showing a difference 
of 1 oz. only between the two sexes. The largest child weighed 13J 
lbs. ; the smallest that lived, (premature,) 3J lbs. ; the smallest that 
breathed, after birth, 12 oz. The average weight of the twins, per 
pair, was 11 lbs. 9 oz. The length of the children, though a desirable 
fact, was not ascertained. This shows a more healthy state of infant 
development by about IJ lb., than in Belgium. (See pp. 237-8.) 

Of the mothers, 36 were between 15 and 20 years of age ; 388 were 
between 20 and 30 ; 179 between 30 and 40 ; and 47 between 40 and 
47. One mother had 6 boys in succession, and 2 had 9 ; one had 7 
girls in succession, and 1 hcid 8. In 2 cases there was an interval of 7 
years between the children ; in 4, 8 years ; in 2, 9 years ; in 2, 10 
years ; in 1, 10| years ; and in 1, 16 J years. 137 were the first chil- 
dren; 119, the 2d; 94, the 3d; 72, the 4th; 50, the 5th; 34, the 
6th ; 24, the 7th ; 32, the 8th ; 19, the 9th ; 12, the 10th ; 4, the 
11th ; 2, the 12th ; and 1 was the 14th. 

Of the fathers of the children, the occupations of 500 were as fol- 
lows : — 172 jewellers, 92 farmers, 50 button makers, 42 operatives in 
cotton manufactories, 32 common laborers, 13 manufacturers, 12 car- 
penters, 11 pedlers, 10 machinists, 10 shoemakers, 9 blacksmiths, 7 
painters, 6 clergymen, 6 merchants, 4 physicians, 4 cabinet makers, 4 
tailors, 3 clock makers, 3 tanners, 2 watch medcers, 2 teachers, 2 bakers, 
1 printer, 1 gilder, 1 innholder, and 1 dancing master. 578 were 
American, 14 Irish, and 8 English. 

148 births occurred in the winter months, 175 in the spring, 144 in 
the summer, and 133 in the autumn. In 13 cases the child was bom 
in less than 9 months after the marriage. 6, or 1 per cent, were ille- 
gitimate. 1 was a monster ; 1 had a hare lip ; 2 had extra fingers, 
and 2 extra toes ; and 3 had middle fingers growing together. 

Large families of children have not been uncommon. Rev. Habi- 
jah Weld, a minister of the town, who died May 14, 1782, in his 80th 
year, had ffteen children ; 4 of whom died young ; 10 were married 
during his life, and 1 after his death. He educated this large family, 
in a superior manner, on a salary of two hundred and fifty dollars^ be- 
sides entertaining " much company, in a style of genuine hospitality,, 
and was always prepared to contribute to tfie necessities of others !" 
He and his family lived according to a fixed system of rules. For 56^ 
years he was not detained from his pulpit, nor from any of his pastoral 
duties, by disease. On the day of his death he rode to Providence, re- 
turned at 4 o'clock, P. M., " told his wife he was unwell, requested 
her to open a window as he found a difficulty in breathing, sat down,, 
and instantly expired.'' * 

The Marriages recorded for the six years, from January 1, 1844, to 
December 31, 1849, have been 138, or an annual average of 23, or 
about one in 175 of the inhabitants. The largest number in one year 
was 35, in 1844 ; the smallest number was 1 1 , in 1847. In 69 of these 

> Dwigfat'g Travels in New England, vol. ii, p. S4. 
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marriages, both parties were residents of the town ; in 10 the male 
was a resident and the female was not ; in 46 the female was a resi- 
dent and the male was not ; and in 13 neither party was a resident. 
Of the 138 men, 16 had been married before, and 122 had not ; and 
7 of the women had been married before, and 131 had not. The ages 
at marriage of 90 of each sex, are recorded ; and the average age of 
the males was 28.9, and of the females 24.4. The youngest male mar- 
ried was 18 years old, the youngest female 16 years old. The oldest 
man married was 73 years, and the oldest woman 67 years. It is pre- 
sumed that this record does not contain all the marriages, though Cc^. 
Blackinton returned only 38 persons married in the year ending Jui^ 
1, 1850. This is 19 marriages, or less than the above average. Many 
have cone elsewhere to be married, and others have come into the 
town from other places. Some of these escaped the record. We are 
pleased to learn tfiat the importance of this record to the parties them- 
selves and to the public, is becoming more and more appreciated. 
When properly understood, there will be as much desire to have such 
a record made, as that of the title deeds to real estate. 

The Deaths J since May 1, 1842, principally by the praiseworthy ex- 
ertions of Dr. Phelps, have nearly all been recorded. A few discre- 
pancies exist between the entries on the town books and the returns to 
the Secretary of State, which we have endeavored to correct ; and it 
is believed Aat these returns contain data sufficiently exact for deter- 
mining the rate of mortality prevailing in the town. The important 
results which they have enabled us to obtain, will be presented further 
on. Previous to 1842 few authentic facts to illustrate the sanitary his- 
tory of the inhabitants are preserved. Tradition, however, supplies a 
few items of useful information. 

The great epidemic of the winter of 1815-16, already referred to 
in this Beport, (pages 78 and 418,) was one of the most fatal and 
alarming that ever occurred, and was particularly destructive in this 
town. It was sometimes popularly called the cold plague. From phy- 
sicians it received various names, but it was probably a species of 
typhus fever, of a peculiarly malignant type. It commenced in No- 
vember, and ceased in the allowing April. It did not seem to be con- 
fined to one locality, but prevailed in nearly all parts of the town, and 
committed its ravages apparently without discrimination among both 
sexes, and among 3ie respectable, the industrious, the temperate and 
the athletic, as well as those of a different character. In the short pe- 
riod of four or five months, about 100 persons became its victims, a 
large portion of whom were heads of families, many of the most useful 
and valuable citizens, and some of the officers of the church and of the 
town. " More than thirty died in the East Parish, eight of whom were 
members of the church ; five died in one family." Often its attacks 
were sudden, its progress rapid, and its termination fatal, generally 
performing its whole work in from three to seven days, and baffling 
the most eminent medical skill. An old person seldom survived an 
attack. It excited great alarm, and it was difficult to procure assist- 
ance to pay proper attention to the sick or the dead. No satisfactory 
causes were ever assigned for its appearance. It was unquestionably 
atmospheric in its ongin ; but no exact observations concerning the 
peculiar circumstances of the seasons or the localities were recorded 
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to guide the investigator. It was not contagious, in the common 
meaning of the term. Some nurses took the disease, but generally 
they were no more afiected than others. In some localities and under 
some circumstances, the causes of the epidemic seemed to be attracted 
and concentrated with more intensity than in others ; and if a person, 
in a condition to receive the disease, remained in such a place, he was 
likely to be affected. In this respect it was not unlike many other epi- 
demics. 

We are informed by Dr. Phineas Savery, of East Attleborough, that 
during his twenty years' residence in the town, an epidemic has occa- 
sionally occurred in some village, neighborhood, street, or other local- 
ity, while other parts of the town were healthy. 

In 1832 a tjrphus fever appeared at Attleborough Falls, in the two 
houses, at the right of the road as it enters the main street from the 
east. In the rear of these houses is a tract of low land, frequently cov- 
ered with water and heavy water vegetation. At this time the water 
had been drawn off, and the peculiar exhalations which arose were 
supposed to^have been the cause of the disease. The number of per- 
sons in the houses at that time was about 75, of whom 50 were adults, 
employed in the cotton mills in the neighborhood. Of this number 15 
were sick, and 1 died ; — 10 of them lodged on the side of the house 
next to the pond. The other houses in the vicinity were healthy. In 
the summer and autumn of 1839, an epidemic of a typhoid character, 
sometimes accompanied with pneumonia, occurred on the road leading 
from Wrentham to East Attleborough. It commenced near the north- 
em line of the town, and extended southerly about three miles, to 
within a mile of East Attleborough, and northerly into Wrentham, and 
was confined entirely to the road. The first family attacked consisted 
of 9 persons,— -father, mother, and 7 children, 8 of whom had the fever 
and 1 died ; and of 20 families scarcely one escaped being affected. Few 
cases, however, terminated fatally. The other parts of the town were 
then healthy. A fever of the same character, but more malignant, 
appeared in Dodgeville, in July, 1840, and continued until the next 
November. In 2^ cases there were 4 deaths. It was confined to the 
village. A similar disease has not since appeared in that place. 

In the 8 years, from May 1, 1842, to May 1, 1850, to which our at- 
tention has been particularly directed, the number of deaths, according 
to the returns to the Secretary of State, was 604, or an annual average 
of 75.5, or 1.91 per cent., or 1 in 51 of the inhabitants. By deducting 
this from the number of births, we find an excess every year to be 
added to the number of the inhabitants, or to supply the large stream 
of emigration which has ever flowed from this town, to increase and 
improve the populations of other parts of the United States and of the 
world. This excess has averaged, for the last 4 years, 47, or 1.19 per 
cent, annually. For the last two years the births have been about 
double the number of deaths. The following statement gives the num- 
^^9 ^gi^g&tef c^d average age in each period : — 

Period*. Number. Attrefate Af et. Average Agit. 

Mayl, 1842, to May 1,1843, 54 1,058 ys. 5 ms. 18 ds. 19 ys. 7nw. Gds. 
May 1, 1843, to May 1, 1844, 93 3,467 1 11 37 3 11 
May 1, 1844, to May 1, 1845, €7 2,553 4 6 38 1 3 
May 1,1845, to May 1,1846, 75 3,289 7 5 43 10 10 
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Periods. Number. Acsraarate Asea. Ayeraee Ases. 

May 1, 1846, to May 1, 1847, 80 2,553 ys. ms. 25 da. 31 ys. 10 dm. 28 ds. 

May 1, 1847, to May 1,1848, 79 3,214 9 3 40 8 9 

May 1, 1848, to Dec. 31, 1848, 63 1,556 2 10 24 8 14 

1849, the whole year, : . . 78 3,103 6 12 39 9 15 

Jan. 1, 1850, to May 1,1850, 15 589 39 3 6 



Total 8 yeare, .... 604 21,385 1 35 4 26 

It will be perceived by this statement, that 19 years was the lowest, 
and 43 the highest average age, in any one year. 

The undertaker of the East Attleborough Parish has kept a record 
of his interments since 1814 ; and he has stated the ages of the de- 
ceased since 1830. The diseases and some of the particulars which 
ought to have been stated, are omitted. From this record we compile 
the following statement, showing the number of interments, and the 
aggregate and average ages, in each year : — 

Years. Number. Ac* Ages. Av. A«es. Years. Number. * Af . A«es. At. Ages. 



1830, 


11 


405 


36.8 


1840, 


19 


575 


30.2 


1831, 


7 


394 


56.3 


1841, 


24 


778 


32.4 


1832, 


21 


635 


30.2 


1842, 


29 


487 


16.7 


1833, 


21 


315 


15.0 


1843, 


20 


598 


29.9 


1834, 


25 


700 


28.0 


1844, 


31 


1,008 


32.5 


1835, 


23 


871 


37.8 


1845, 


27 


1,083 


40.1 


1836, 


24 


440 


18.3 


1846, 


32 


851 


26.5 


1837, 


15 


488 


32.5 


1847, 


17 


514 


305 


1838, 


10 


206 


20.6 


1848, 


32 


959 


29.9 


1839, 


22 


824 


37.4 


1849, 


6 


309 


51.5 



Total, 179 5,278 29.4 Total, 237 7,162 30.2 

So far as this is a characteristic of the sanitary condition of this 
parish, it shows that the deaths were at an average age of 5 years 
less than the average for the whole town. The following statement 
will show the number and proportion of the deaths at the four great 
periods of life, in the whole town for the 8 years, and in East Attle- 
borough alone, at two periods in the last 20 years : — 





Whole Town. 


EMt AtUeboronth, 1830-3«. 


East AttleboroDth, 1840-49. 
Namtier. Proportion. 


Ages. 


Number. 


Proportion. 


Number. Proportioii. 


Under 5, 


177 


29.30 


69 38.55 


73 30.80 


5 to 15, 


39 


6.46 


14 7.82 


20 8.44 


15 to 60, 


201 


32.28 


53 29.61 


95 40.08 


Over 60, 


187 


30.96 


43 24.02 


49 20.68 



604 100. 179 100. 237 100. 

From March 27, 1837, to December 29, 1840, 10 persons died 
in the almshouse, whose average ages were 68.8. 

Great longevity is often attained. A record of a few instances has 
been preserved. Mrs. Mary Freeman died March 4, 1762, aged about 
100. Mrs. Sarah Claflin, September 7, 1777, aged lOOJ. Samuel 
Eobinsom was very near 100 at his death. Zephaniah Robinson '^ very 
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advanced." Dea. Elkanah Wilmarth died in 1828, aged 99 years, 
7 months. 

John Shepard, a native of the adjoining town of Foxborough, died 
here* in 1809, aged one hundred and Jive years. Until within a few 
days of his death, he was able to walk, and retained unimpaired all 
the faculties of his body and mind, excepting his eye sight. This he 
was suddenly deprived of in the night, and was not himself aware of it 
until the next morning, when he sought in vain for the light of day. 
'' He was of pious character, cheerful in disposition, jocose, witty, and 
of a quick understanding." Two of his daughters lived over 80 years. 
Mrs. Mary Mann, of Wrentham, another daughter, died in 1828, aged 
97. She abstained wholly from animal food, never drank tea or coffee, 
milk being her most common food. " She adhered to the same fashion 
in dress for 80 years." ' 

In the last eight years, 13 persons, or 2.1 per cent., or 1 in 46, 
survived 90 years, of whom 4 survived 95, and 1 survived 100. Since 
that period closed, in July of this year, another centenarian has died. 

The influence of the secisons of the year upon the number of deaths, 
has not been particularly investigated, though important. 

The diseases and causes of death of these 604 persons, during the 8 
years, will appear from the following statement : — 



Abscess, . 


. 




1 


Gout, 


. 




2 


Accidental, 




14 


Gravel, 




1 


Apoplexy, 




4 


Heart, Disease of, 




10 


Atrophy, . 




13 


Hernia, 




1 


Bladder, Disease of. 




1 


Hemorrhage, . 




3 


Bowels, " " 




16 


Hooping Cough, 




7 


Brain, " " 




17 


Hydrophobia, . 




1 


Bones, " " 




1 


Infantile Diseases, 




30 


Bums, 




5 


Insanity, . 




2 


Cancer, 




4 


Intemperance, , 




7 


Canker, 




2 


Jaundice, . 




1 


Child-birth, 




6 


Kidney, Disease of. 




1 


Cholera Infantum, 




3 


Liver, " •' 




1 


Cholera Morbus, 




2 


Malformation, . 




3 


Consumption, . 




123 


Mortification, 






4 


Convulsions, 






13 


Old Age, . 






69 


Croup, 






4 


Paralysis, . 




• 


7 


Diarrhoea, 






1 


Pneumonia, 






27 


Diabetes, . 






1 


Scarlatina, 






26 


Dr^opsy, . 






13 


Scrofula, . 






2 


Drowned, . 






4 


Stomach, . 






1 


Dysentery, 






68 


Sudden, . 






4 


Dyspepsia, 






2 


Suicide, . 






2 


Enteritis, . 






8 


Tumor, . 






2 


Erysipelas, 






3 


Unknown, 






3 


Fever, TyphuB, 






SB 




Frozen, 






I 


Total, ... 604 


Qenemtive Oi^., 


Diset 


laeof, 


1 











> Ihggutft ffistoijr, p. 190. 
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The diseases and causes of death, classified as recommended page 
393, will appear as follows : — 



Zymotic Diseases, .... 


142 


Diseases of Uncertain Seat, 


81 


Diseases of the Nervous Organs, 


43 


Diseases of the Organs of Circulation, 


10 


Diseases of the Respiratory Organs, 


150 


Diseases of the Digestive Organs, . 


33 


Diseases of the Urinative Organs, . 


4 


Diseases of the Grenerative Organs, 


7 


Diseases of the Locomotive Organs, 


1 


Old Age, ...... 


69 


External Causes, . . . . . 


34 


Unknown Causes, . . . . . 


31 



Total, 



604 



A more particular analysis of this statement may he useful. It ap- 
pears that the zymotic,— or epidemic, endemic, and contagious dis- 
eases,— one of the great tests of the sanitary condition of a place, 
have produced about one quarter of the whole mortality. 142 deaths 
are returned ; but this number does not include some which properly 
belong to the class. 

Typkus, or typhoid fever, has produced 28 deaths. And it is remark- 
able that 26 of these cases were between May 1, 1842, and May 1, 
1847. In the last three years two cases only have occurred. Of the 
26 cases of scarlatina^ 23 were between May 1, 1843, and May 1, 
1847. It has occasionally appeared in an epidemic form in a particu- 
lar locality. Dysentery has been the most destructive of the zymotic 
diseases, and has caused 68 deaths ; and perhaps some other kindred 
diseases, here stated under the undefined diseases of the bowels and 
under infantile diseases, should have been included. It has caused 
about one-eighth of the whole mortality. It has occurred in every 
year, but was most fatal in 1842 and 1848 ; in the former year pro- 
ducing 10, and in the latter 22 deaths. 

In 1842 it was epidemic in a particular locality, and under such cir- 
cumstances as deserve to be particularly noticed. That definite ideas 
may be formed, we have figured the locality in the accompanying il- 
lustration. It lies immediately southeriy of East Attleborough, and 
between it and Dodgeville, crossed by the railroad. The Ten Mile 
River passes through this section, and at the lower part forms the pond 
of the Dodgeville ractory. The lands bordering on the river and pond 
are generally, especially in wet seasons, covered with water ; some- 
times, however, parts of them have a heavy burden of vegetable pro- 
ductions. At the period when the epidemic spoken of appeared, the 
water had been drained ofi* or was very low ; and a considerable sur- 
face of ground before covered, and the decaying vegetable matter^ 
were thus exposed to the action of the sun and the heated atmosphere 
of July. The prevailing winds at the time were southwesterly ; and 
the exhalations from the pond were carried in the direction towards 
the street, on its easterly side, and to the houses (indicated by the dots 
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on the cut) in which the disease appeared. This was supposed to have 
been the cause of the epidemic. The first case occurred on the 3d 
July, and resulted in recovery. Immediately after, others occurred 
in the neighboring houses, which terminated fatally ; and cases con- 
East Mlehorovgh, tinned to occur for several weeks. 

The disease seemed peculiarly 
malignant and rapid; and med- 
ical remedies produced little or 
no effect. The whole population 
of the infected district was about 
120, of whom 35 were sick and 
10 died. Almost every person 
was more or less affected. Few 
cases occurred without the dis- 
trict. 

Consumption, it will be per- 
ceived, is the leading disease in 
this as in most other places ; and 
has produced 123 deaths. Includ- 
ing pneumonia, or inflammation 
of the lungs, and lung fever, it 
occasions onC'quarter of the whole 
mortality. The largest number 
by consumption, in one year, was 
23, in 1846-7 ; the smallest, 10, 
in 1842-3 ; the average number, 
15. 

One man, a native of Smith- 
field, R. I., died on the 26th May, 
1849, of hydrophobia. A man 
died June 10, 1845, from enlarge- 
ment of the stomach. It was of 
DodgemUe. sufficient size to contain 12 quarts. 

It is remarkable mat 69, or about one-eighth of the whole, died of old 
age. 

Two events have occurred, which have largely increased the num- 
ber of deaths from external causes. On the 3d June, 1847, the alms- 
house was burnt, and 5 of the male inmates perished. 1 aged 85 ; 1 
aged 69, blind ; 1 aged 65, insane ; and 2 boys, aged 8. On the 28th 
March, 1848, an explosion of a steam boiler at the Home Print Works, 
a concern now extinct, destroyed 7 lives, — 5 males and 2 females, 
under peculiarly distressing circumstances. 

Having expressed to Dr. Phelps a desire to obtain some information 
concerning the prevalence and the Laws of Sickness in this town, he 
has communicated the subjoined observations, made at our request, 
conformably to the forms and suggestions given on page 405 of this 
Report. They relate to two classes of occupations. One, concerning 
15 families of farmers, all of whom had resided ten or more years in 
their present location, principally in the neighborhood of Attleborough 
Falls. The other, concerning 15 families residing in the same village, 
principally employed in the cotton mills ; and 25 families residing in 
North Attleborough, principally jewellers. From these observations 
4 
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we have constructed the following important table, showing the various 
relations of sickness :^ — 







AnoBgwhom, 
occurred 


ih 


Days of Sickness. 


to each 100. 


Clamsu 

Of PSBBOini. 


1 


1 


1 




y 


1 


^1 






1 


i 


Farmers. 

Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 


30 

78 
31 


10,399 
27,182 
10,672 


28.4 
74.4 
29.2 


5 

9 
2 


189 

83 

4 


1 


17.8 
12.1 

6.9 


6.6 
1.1 
.01 


37.8 
9.2 
2.0 


4 


3.4 


50 


Total, 
Ftnudes 


139 


48,253 


132.2 


16 


276 


I 


12.1 


2.1 


17.2 


276 


.75 


6.2 


Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Ovej60, 


73 
95 
33 


25,541 
32,651 
10,389 


69.9 
89.4 
28,5 


8 
10 
10 


307 
776 
242 


1 
1 
2 


11.5 
11.2 
35.0 


4.4 

8.7 
8.8 


38.7 
77.6 
24.2 


307 
776 
121 


1.4 
1.1 

7.0 


12.5 

10.0 
20.0 


Total, 


201 


68,581 


187.8 


28 


1325 


4 


14.8 


7.0 


47.3 


331 


2.1 


14.2 


Mech'ics. 

Maks. 
Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 


133 

220 
19 


44,873 

76,896 

6,475 


122.9 

210.6 

17.7 


16 
16 

1 


272 

420 
320 


1 

1 


13.0 
7.6 
5.6 


2.2 

2.0 
18.0 


17.0 

26.2 

320.0 


272 

320 


.81 

5".6 


6.2 
100.0 


Total, 
Ihndles 


372 


128,244 


351.2 


33 


1012 


2 


9.3 


2.8 


30.6 


506 


5.6 


6.0 


Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 


203 

340 

24 


71,234 
116,648 

8,300 


195.1 

319.5 

^.7 


18 

30 

2 


126 

1505 

36 


3 
1 
2 


9.2 
10.1 

8.8 


6.4 

51.0 

1.1 


7.0 
50.1 
18.0 


41 
1505 

18 


1.5 
3.4 

8.8 


16.6 

3.3 

100.0 


Total, 


567 


196,182 


537.3 


50 


1667 


6 


9.7 


3.2 


33.3 


277 


1.1 


12.0 


Farmers, 

Mechanics 

Both, 


340 

939 

1279 


116,834 
324,426 
441,260 


320.0 

888.8 

1208.9 


44 

83 

127 


1601 
2679 
4280 


5 

8 
13 


13.7 

9.3 

10.5 


5.0 
3.0 
3.5 


36.4 
32.2 
33.7 


320 
393 
329 


1.56 

.90 

1.07 


11.3 

9.6 

10.2 



The 1st column represents the classes of persons, as to occupations, 
sexes and ages, among whom the observations were made. The 2d, 
the actual number of each class observed. The 3d, the days observed, 
which is obtained by adding the products of the number of persons 
multiplied by the number of days in each period. This is 865 days 
in all the periods, except 1850, which contains but 9 months, or 873 
days. The 4th, the years observed, which is obtained by dividing the 
total number of days observed by 365 ; and this is the number of years 
of life which the whole lived, or the number of persons observed^ sup- 
posing all to hace lived one year only. The 5&i, the actual number of 
different attacks of sickness observed among this number of persons. 
The 6th, the number of days of sickness suffered. The 7th, the deaths 

1 The original observationi of Dr. Phelps afford a very aseftd ilhistration of the j>]an we 
have recommended ; and, for this purpose, they are riven below. It will be perceived tint 
the cqlomn rdatiog to the '' nos^ber of days observed/' was omitted. It is ^ed by caloula- 
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that occurred. The remaining; columns are calculated from the pre- 
ceding. The 8th represents the annual attacks of sickness per cent., 



tlons from the other facts, and may or may not be inserted without affecting the mtrinsic 
value of the observattong. 

Observations concerning the amount of sickness suffered in 40 famUieSf 25 of whose occupa- 
lions were Jewellers y and 16 OperaJtif^es in a Cotton Factory, 



1 


1 


Agt. 


It! 




i, 


1 


Bcmarki. 


1 

1-1 


< 

I 

M 

H 

1-1 
n 

(A 

H 

< 

s 


Under 16, 
16 to 60, 
Over 60, 

Under 16, 
16 to 60, 
Over 60, 


23 

39 

3 

86 

52 

4 


1 
1 

2 
6 


21 
18 

21 
210 


1 
1 


1 scarfet fever, proved fatal in 21 days. 

1 jaundice, 18 days. 

2 scariet fever, one proved fatal in 10 days. 

1 scarlet fever, 28 days ) 1 bronchitis, 21 j 2 lune 
[fever, 63 and 7 5 typhus fever, 91. 


00 

1M 


Under 15, 

15 to 60, 
Over 60, 

Under 16, 

16 to 60, 
Over 60, 


24 

46 

3 

37 

68 

4 


3 
6 

6 


42 
116 

430 




Dysentery, 14 ds. 5 lung fever. 14 5 sore throat, 14. 

1 mflammatory rheumatism, 90 ds. ; 1 lung fever, 

[2 fevers, 1 dysentery. 

3 fevers, 70 days 5 lung fever, 60 ; spine com- 
[plamt, 240 J falling of the womb, 60. 


00 

00 


s 

< 
< 

s 


Under 16, 

15 to 60, 
Over 60, 

Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 


34 

48 
3 

42 

64 

5 


5 
3 

9 

6 


105 

61 
299 




Diseased ankle. 60 days ', 1 measles, 7 } 2 lung 
fevers, 17} iiyured arm. 21. 

1 measles, 14 ds. 5 fever, 21 5 liver complaint, 30. 

Inflammation of bowels, fatal in 4 days ; 2 dys- 
entery, 18 } 2 croup, 4 5 3 lung fever, 21 5 m- 
flamed throat, 14. 

2 dysentery, 49 days ; measles. 28; inflammation 
of throat, 21 } dyspepsia, &c., 180} 1 death 
conseauent upon pregnancy, died in 21 days 
afler aelivery. 


5 

00 

1M 


S 

1-3 
< 

n 

i 

< 

H 


Under 15, 
16 to 60, 
Over 60, 

Under 15, 

16 to 60, 
Over 60, 


34 

50 

6 

47 

85 
6 


3 

2 

1 

6 

4 

1 


25 

49 

320 

36 

146 
15 




2 mild lung fevers 5 1 teethinff. 

1 mild fever, 7 days } 1 inflammatory rheuma- 
1 consumption, 320 days. [tism^ 4S. 

1 fit, died in 1 day J fever, 7 5 teething, 7 5 3 hing 
fevers, 21. 

3 lung fevers, 60, 14 and 30 days } dysentery, 4Si. 
1 dysentery, fatal in 16 days 5 patient 87 yrs. old. 


i 

1-1 


S 

< 

n 

7 

H 

In 


Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 

Under 15, 
15 to 60, 

Over 60, 


41 

37 

5 

48 
81 

5 


6 
5 

1 
9 

1 


100 
173 

8 

420 

^1 




1 fatal case croup, died in 2 days } 3 dysentery $ 
1 lung fever. 

2 typhoid fever. 64 ds. : 1 inflammation of lungs, 
with raising blood, m \ inflammation of blid- 
der, 28 5 inflammatory rheumatism, 21. 

Lung fever. 

1 consumption, 147 days } 2 lung fever, 90 ; 2 
lung complaints, 141 ; 3 fevers, 35 } mumps, 7. 
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or the number of attacks suffered by each 100 persons of the class. It 
is obtained by multiplying the number attacked by 100 and dividing 
the product by the number of years or persons. The 9th, the number 
of days of sickness which each person, on the average, will suffer, and 
is obtained by dividing the number of da)rs of sickness by the number 
of years or persons. The 10th, the average duration of each attack. 

Observatiomt concerning the amount of sickness suffered in 15 familieSf whose occupations 

were Fanners. 



] 


i 


AgiK 


111 


11 


1 

It 


1 


BcmMks. 


00 


i 

< 

i 

< 


Under 16, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 

Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 


5 
16 
4 

17 

20 
7 


1 

1 
1 

2 
3 


140 
3 

4 

77 
162 


1 


Hip disease. 
Cholera morbos. 
Fever. 

Scarlet fever, fatal in 21 days ; dysentery, 56. 
Lung complaint, 120 days j 2 typhus fever, 42. 


i5 


to 

M 

< 

. 

M 
14 


Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 

Under 15, 
15 to 60, 

Over 60, 


6 
16 
5 

16 

12 

7 


2 

1 

2 
2 

1 


28 

2 

56 

172 

35 


- 


2 dysentery, 7 and 21 days. 
Cholera morbus. 

2 dysentery, 42 and 14 days. 

Dysentery, 10 days j inflammation of ear, sores 

Gravel,'77 years old, recovered in 35 days. 


S8 

00 


M 

s 

< 

N 

fa 


Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 

Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 


6 
17 

7 

7 


4 

,1 
3 


51 

28 

77 


- 


Cough, 28 days 5 cholera morbiis, 2; dysen- 

Dysenteiy. 

Dysentery, 49 days 5 paralysis, 7 ; 21. 


t 


o5 

< 

in 

H 

as 

H 
ti. 


Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 

Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 


7 
15 
8 

14 

20 

7 


1 

2 

2 
3 
5 


14 
13 

14St 

81 

123 


2 


Dysentery. 

Dysentery, 10 days 5 cholera morbus, 3. 

Dysentery, 12 days -, rheumatic fever, 130. 
Consumption, 60 ds. ; ervsipelas, 14 } para]ysis,7. 
2 fatal cases dysentery, 38 and 19 days ; erysip- 
elas; old age, 14; paralysis, 21. 


-1-4 

1. 


H 

7 

c 


Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 

Under 15, 
15 to 60, 
Over 60, 


6 
14 

7 

12 

22 
5 


1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
1 


7 
14 

4 

361 

7 


1 

i 


Mumps, 7 days. 

Fever, 4 days. 

Old age 5 95 1-2 years old. 

Lung fever, 4 dayi. 

Consumption, fatal. 150 days ; rheumatic fever. 

Paralysis, 7. [90 3 dyspepsia, 60 5 fever, 60. 
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The 11th, the duration of sickness suffered to each death, is obtained 
by dividing the number of days sick by the number of deaths. The 
12th and 13th columns represent the proportion of deaths to the living 
and to the attacks of sickness, and are obtained by multiplying the 
number of deaths by 100, and dividing the product by the number of 
persons and the number of attacks of sickness. It will be perceived 
that the males and females are presented separately, at the respective 
ages, for the whole period, January, 1846, to October 1, 1850 ; and 
also the total of each class and of both classes. 

These observations and results are not sufficiently numerous and 
extensive to exhibit the average and exact law of sickness which then 
existed. They are, however, extremely interesting illustrations of the 
very simple method by which these laws, and the whole relations of 
sickness to health and mortality, may be ascertained. They exhibit 
some of the great tests of the sanitary condition of a place, and are a 
guide for life and health insurance. It might be extended to more mi- 
nute divisions of ages, and to illustrations of the nature and charac- 
teristics of different diseases. An extensive series of exact observa- 
tions of this kind, would enable us to ascertain the physical laws of an 
average healthy town in the State, which might serve as a basis of 
comparison with particular localities and different occupations. 

These results, as far as they go, show that, on the average, every 
100 persons of the whole of these families will have 10.6 attacks oif 
sickness in each year, of 33.7 days duration each ; and that the annual 
mortality will be 1.08 per cent. ; or 329 days sickness to each death will 
be suffered. According to this result, hardly one person to one death 
(and not two, as stated page 172) will be constancy sick. The mor- 
tality here observed is less, however, than the average for the whole 
town. 

The Lodge of Odd Fellows in this town has averaged about 80 
members between 21 and 57 years of age ; and during the five years 
of its existence, no death has occurred, nor a case of dangerous illness, 
and three cases only required watchers. 

The facts we have gathered, furnish us with the means of ascertain- 
ing the rate, or proportion, or the Law of Mortality in Attleborough, 
the last 8 years. The important results are presented in the subjoined 
table. The average population has been assumed to be the mean be- 
tween the populations of 1840 and 1850, as given on page 460. This 
estimate, though not quite exact, is sufficiently accurate for our pur- 
pose. The deaths in the 8 years are carefully abstracted, according 
to the sexes -and ages. The annual mortality per cent, is obtained by 
dividing the number of deaths by 8, and that quotient multiplied by 
100, by the population at the respective ages. The laws of mortality, 
as given pages 34 and 82, were thus obtained. An examination of the 
rate of mortality at the different ages, and a comparison with that of 
the tables referred to, will exhibit interesting results. The large per 
centage of female mortality, between the ages of 15 and 30, is a re- 
markable result ; and probably arises from the greater number of cases 
of consumption which is particularly fatal to that sex at those ages. 

This important table may be read thus : — ^It appears by the abstract, 
that during the 8 years there has been in this town, on the average, 
443 persons under 5 years of age ; and that during that time 177 
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of that age died, or 22J, or 4.99 per cent, annually. And in like 
manner it may be read at other ages and in regard to the different 
sexes. Of the entire population 604 died ; an annual average of 
75.5, or 1.93 per cent., or 1 in 51. This is an excess of 16 deaths, or 
43 per cent, annually, more than would occur if the mortality had 
been only IJ per cent., which we have supposed (pp. 82-244) to be 
an average healthy standard. To this standard this town might be 
raised by the adoption and observance of proper sanitary regulations. 







Deaths in 8 yean, ftom May 
1,1842, to HIV 1*1860. 


Annual Mortalify per cent. 


AgM. 


KiJes. 


Females. 


Both 
aexet. 


Males. 


Females 


Both 
sexM. 


Males. 


Females. 


Both 
sexes. 


Under 5, 


226 


217 


443 


106 


71 


177 


5.86 


4.08 


4.99 


5 to 10, 


187 


205 


392 


12 


13 


25 


.80 


.79 


.79 


10 to 15, 


199 


180 


379 


6 


8 


14 


.38 


.55 


.46 


15 to 90, 


201 


230 


431 


10 


19 


29 


.62 


1.30 


.84 


20 to 30, 


348 


403 


751 


22 


36 


58 


.79 


1.11 


.96 


30 to 40, 


239 


. 258 


497 


19 


19 


38 


.99 


.92 


.95 


40 to 50, 


192 


215 


407 


20 


17 


37 


1.30 


.98 


1.13 


50 to 60, 


119 


164 


283 


17 


22 


39 


1.78 


1.67 


1.72 


60 to 70, 


89 


98 


187 


28 


26 


54 


3.93 


3.31 


3.60 


70 to 80, 


43 


54 


97 


38 


32 


70 


11.04 


7.40 


9.02 


80 to 90, 


10 


11 


21 


23 


27 


50 


28.75 


30.68 


29.76 


OvorOO, 


2 


3 


5 


5 


8 


13 


31.25 


33.33 


32.50 


Total, 


1,855 


2,0:38 


3,893 


306 


298 


604 


2.06 


1.82 


1.96 


Under 5, 


226 


217 


443 


106 


71 


177 


5.86 


4.08 


4.99 


5 to 15, 


386 


385 


771 


18 


21 


39 


.58 


.68 


.63 


15 to 60, 


1,099 


1,270 


2,369 


88 


113 


201 


1.00 


1.11 


1.06 


Over 60, 


144 


166 


310 


94 


93 


187 


8.15 


7.00 


7.54 



The facts which have been elicited and are presented in this survey, 
have a direct or indirect bearing upon the social elevation, and the san- 
itary condition of the inhabitants ; and they lead us to several impor- 
tant prsM^tical Conclusions, Some of those most available for our pre- 
sent purpose, are as follows : — 

1. That the inhabitants of the town in their social economy ; in 
their business enterprise, energy and success ; and in their means of 
subsistence, of comfort, and of intellectual and moral welfare, exhibit, 
generally, a good specimen of the excellence of the New England 
character. 

2. That the natural, artificial, and local arrangements of the town 
have developed some peculiarities ; but in most respects, they are like 
other towns in the State. All the water power is made available to fa- 
cUitate the pursuits of industry, and wherever used it has created local 
interests and local peculiarities. 

3. That the rate of mortality shows that this town is in a more fa- 
vorable sanitary condition than very many other places in the State ; 
yet sixteen deathsj at least, occur here, annually, or about one fifth of 
ths whole morUdi^j more than in some places of the same number of 
inhabitants \ and that sixteen lives, (and probably a greater number,) 
might he stwed every year, and a corresponding amount of sickness 
and sanitary suffering prevented, and of sanitary comfort and enjoy- 
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ment promoted, by forming and observing proper sanitary regulations, 
and by understanding and avoiding the causes of disease. 

4. That causes are in operation here, as in very many other towns 
and cities in the Commonwealth, to produce or to foster epidemics, and 
to increase the amount and the fatality of sickness ; and that there is 
no reason to doubt that these causes are, to a greater or less extent, 
within the control of the inhabitants, and may be mitigated, removed, 
or avoided. 

5. That there are reasonable grounds to believe that impurities may 
have existed in some of the ponds and stagnant waters of the town, or 
in some other localities, in some seasons of the year and under some 
circumstances, which have been the causes of dysentery, typhus fever, 
and other' diseases ; or have concurred in accelerating their progress 
and in increasing their malignity and fatality. 

6. That if it be possible to save sixteen or more lives every year, it 
is worth the while, — is for the interest, and it becomes the obvious 
duty, of the government of the town and of the individual inhabitants, 
to adopt and carry forward those wise sanitary measures by which it 
may he done. By their adoption the interests of no farmer, manufac- 
turer, or other person, will be injured, but ail will be greatly bene- 
fited; and the physical power, the productive capabilities, and the 
general welfare of the operatives greatly promoted. 

7. That the General Plan of Sanitary Reform recommended in this 
Report is applicable to a greater or less extent, to this town, as it is to 
every town and locality in the Commonwealth ; and that many of the 
measures recommended might here be adopted and practically carried 
out ; and if this were properly done, the social character of the town 
might be elevated to a position still higher than that to which it has 
already attained ; and die pecuniary, intellectual, moral, physical and 
sanitary enjoyments of the inhabitants might be greatly increased. 

And several useful measures have occurred to us as proper to be 
recommended^ among which are the following : — 

1. That some plan be devised, that shall if possible be practicable, 
by which the school districts of the town may be enlarged, the system 
of public instruction improved, and the benefits of the money raised 
for the schools extended ; and that one or more public schools be es- 
tablished of a higher grade than those which now exist. 

2. That some simple and unexpensive, but efficient, organization be 
formed, for the protection of the lives and property of the inhabitants 
against fire. 

3. That all undertakers and other persons who inter the dead, should 
be held responsible to the town clerk, selectmen, or board of health, 
and make the returns required by law ; and that all interments in pri- 
vate and neighborhood grounds be discontinued. 

4. That exact observations be made by professional men and other 
inhabitants, of the atmospheric, local and personal circumstances 
which attend each case of dysentery, t3rphus fever, consumption, and 
of the other most prevalent diseases, as suggested in this Report, (pp. 
151, 168, 182, 313, 364,) to ascertain what cause or causes have con- 
curred in their production, and how far these causes may be controlled, 
removed, or avoided. 

5. That a copy of the Register of the Population^ and of the agri- 
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cultural and manufacturing establishments, and the other social statis- 
tics, for 1850, as entered by the assistant marshal under the authority 
of the United States, be obtained by the town, suitably bound, and de- 
posited with the town clerk, or board of health, (if one should be 
chosen,) and that it be furnished with an alphabetical index for refer- 
ence to each family and each establishment. 

6. That a Board of Health, composed of some of the intelligent cit- 
izens of the town, be chosen or appointed, and that the measures re- 
commended in this Report, so far as they are locally applicable and ex- 
pedient, be adopted and applied to the promotion of the sanitary wel- 
fare and happiness of the people. 

7. That a general report be made annually, by the selectmen, or 
board of health, containing a clear, concise, and simple statement of 
the finances, the income and expenditures, and of other public matters, 
of the public schools, and of the sanitary condition of the town, during 
the preceding year; and embracing such suggestions as it may be 
deemed proper to make, and which may lead to improvement ; and that 
the same be printed in a pamphlet form, circulated and preserved. 
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